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CHAPTER 1185
SIGNS

PURPOSE

It is the purpose of these Sgn regulations to promote the public hedth, safety, and
generd wdfare by permitting the use of Sgns as a means of communication in the City

of Cdina

F. To maintain and enhance the City's natural and manmade environment;

G. To implement community design dandards to encourage an dtractive and
hedlthy economic environment;

H. To reduce possible safety hazards to vehicle and pededtrian traffic through good
sgnage;
To minimize the possble adverse effects of sgns on nearby public and private
property; and

J. To enable the fair and consstent enforcement of these sign regulations.

The purpose, as dated above is based on the following findings or conditions

concerning Sgns.

K. That excessve dgns create dangerous traffic conditions, intrude on motorist and

pedestrian enjoyment of the natura and manmade beauty of the City, and as such
are detrimentd to the public hedlth, safety, and genera wdfare of the City; and

L. That busness enterprises and other inditutions located aong public and private
dreets have a need to identify themselves and their activities to motoriss and
pedestrians by means of sgns.

DEFINITIONS

The following terms are defined for use under this section.

M.

Abandoned Sgn:  Any Sgn remaning in place which no longer advertises or
identifies an ongoing or active busness, product, or service avaladle; or a dgn
which is no longer maintained in a sarvicesble condition. The sarvicesbility of a
Sgn ceases when deterioration becomes as vishbly recognizable as the image of
the subject of the sign.

Address Marker: A numeric reference of a structure or site not included as part
of awal or monument Sgn. These are not normaly consdered a Sgn under this
Section.

A-Frame Cad Sgn: A free ganding sgn usudly hinged a the top. Such sgns
are considered portable and temporary.

Animated or Moving Sign:  Any Sgn, other than a time and temperature diplay,
which uses motion, lighting, or specid materids to depict action or create a
special effect or scene.



AA.

Awning, Canopy, or Marquee Sign: A non-édectric 9gn that is printed on,
painted on, atached to an awning, canopy, or marquee and is only permitted on
the vertical surface.

Banner, Hag, Pennant or Baloon: Any cloth, bunting, plagtic, paper, or smilar
materid, used for advertisng purposes atached to, pinned on, or from any
dructure, daff, pole, line, framing, or vehide, induding captive baloons and
inflatable ggns, but not including offica flags of loca, date, naiona or foreign
governmenta organizetions.

Billboard or Off-Site Sign: A dgn, induding supporting structure, advertisng an
edtablishment, merchandise, service, or entertainment, which is not sold,
produced, manufactured, or furnished a the propety on which the sgn is
located.

Building Face The length of the single front building devetion in which the
primary entrance to the business is located. Where more than one busness
occupies a building, the frontage for sgn purposes for each busness is
determined by multiplying the building front eevation width by the percentage
of total floor space occupied by each business or potentia business space.

Changeable Copy Sign: A dgn designed to dlow the changing of copy through
manua, mechanica, or dectricd means. Time and temperature dislays are not
conddered againg the dlowable advertizing sign footage as long as no business
identification or advertigng is presented as part of the display.

Civic Event Sgn: A temporary sign posted to advertise a civic event sponsored
by a public agency, school, church, civic/fraternad organization, or Smilar non
profit organization.

Condruction Sign: A temporay sSign erected on the parcd on which
condruction is teking place. The dgn may lig the project name, owners,
developers, professond services and contractors involved and any other maor
sponsors of the devel opment.

Development or Subdivison Sign: A temporary Sgn promoting a new
devdopment or subdivison which has receved City Planing Commisson
review.

Directiond Signs Sgns limited to directiond messages, principdly for
pedestrian or vehicular traffic, such as “one way”, “entry” or “exit”. These Sgns
giving direction are not conddered pat of the advertisng signage and do not
require permitting. If additiond advertizing display is posted on the directiond
ggns the Zoning Inspector may condder them as pat of the square footage
restrictions.

Double-Faced Sign: A pod, pedesta, or monument display where the sign's
faces are back to back and the sign copy is smilar on both sdes. The area of
double-faced signsis consdered based on dimensions of one side.

Garage or Yad Sde Sign: A temporay sgn advertizing the sde of persond
items at aresdentid property.

Incidentd Signs  Incidentd Sgns are Sgns no larger than 3 square feet in sze
that display notices required by law, or show afiliations or services provided.
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Items displayed may be credit cards accepted, trade affiliations, business hours,
or other gmilar information necessary to identify limits of or qudifications of
service or product.

Inditutiond Sign: A pemanent Sgn identifying the premises of a church,
school, governmentd office, or non+prafit ingtitutiond fadility.

Kiosk: A three dimensona structure designed and congtructed with the explicit
purpose of displaying information and advertisng. This dructure must supply a
public service and can only recelve a permit following review and gpprova of
the Planning Commission.

Logo Sgn: A dggn congdting of a symbol or mark associated with a business,
service or product entity.

Monument Sign: A sgn displayed on a pedesta or base that has a footprint 50%
or more than the signs horizonta dimensions.

Nonconforming Sgn: A legdly edablished 9gn  exiging prior to the
establishment of this Ordinance which fails to conform to the regulations of this
Ordinance.

Politicd Sgn: A temporary dgn directly associated with a locd, date, or
nationa politica ection or issue.

Portable Sign: A dgn designed and congtructed to be easily set up and removed
or relocated.

Promaotiond Sign: A temporary commercid dgn posted to promote the sde of
new products, new management, new hours, new service or to promote a specid
se.

Proecting Sign:  Any dgn which is attached to the face of a building and
projects more than eighteen (18) inches from the face.

Red Edae Sgn: An onSte temporary Sgn pertaining to the sde, lease or renta
of a building or premises. These sgns incdlude Open House sgns which indicate
when salespersons are available to represent the property subject to sale, lease or
rent.

Roof Sign: A dgn erected, condructed, or placed upon or over a roof of a
building, including a mansard roof, and which is wholly or partly supported by
the building.

Sgn:  Any display that shows any product, service, busness, name, or other
enterprise in a promotionad manner. A sign may condst of wording, logos or
images.

Sgn Program: A coordinated progran of dgns as dlowed under the
“Commercia Shopping Center” and “Apartment, Office, Research, and Indudtria
Center” developments.

Temporary Sign:  Any dgn tha is goproved to be displayed for a limited time
period as s forth in this Ordinance or by the Planning Commission.
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PP.

QQ.

Wall Sgn: A dgn painted on, printed on, or attached to a wall which has its face
subgtantialy perpendicular to the building face.

Window Sign: Any dgn that is gpplied, painted, or attached to a wall which is
not a projecting Sgn.

ADMINISTRATION

These dgn regulations shdl be adminisered as stated under the conditions as listed in
Chapter 1143 of this Ordinance.

A.

Permit Required

No sgn, unless exempted by this Chapter, shal be constructed, displayed, or
dtered without an gpproved permit. The permits shal be issued by the Zoning
Inspector when the conditions of this Ordinance are met.

Each permit gpplication shal be accompanied by the following:
1 A drawing showing the design proposed.

2. Dimendoned ste plan showing the sgn location in reaion to property
lines, buildings, walks, and drives.

3. Dimensoned devation drawing showing the dze, dgn type height,
illumination method, support or mounting method, and congtruction
materias.

A dgn for which a permit has been issued shdl not be modified, relocated,
dtered or replaced unless a new permit or an amended permit is issued by the

Zoning Inspector.
Signs Requiring a Per mit

Any Sgn erected, painted, posted or placed in any didrict within the City shdl
require an gpproved permit from the Zoning Ingpector in conformance with
Sections 1144.02-1144.05, except those signs identified as exempt from such
permit. Sign dructure, Sze, height, setback, location and number shdl be
determined by the requirements set forth in this Chapter.

Changes or reocation of nonconforming Sgns require pemits and any
dterations must dso meet the requirements set forth in this Chapter. See Section
1185.04 D. for nonconforming Sgns.



RR.

Also see 1185.04. K.6

Signs Not Requiring a Permit

The following dgns are exempt and do not require a permit from the Zoning
Ingoector. To mantan an exempt datus these dgns must comply  with
regtrictions as established in this Chapter.

1.

10.

Political 9gns, Red Edate Sgns, and Civic Event sgns when conforming
to the requirements established under this Ordinance.

Temporary sgns painted on the outsde of the windows for display on
holiday or specia occasions.

Signs located ingde a building or behind a window and not exceeding the
prohibitions set forth in Section 1185.03 D.8., do not require a permit.

Memorid sgns and plaquesingaled by recognized civic organizations.
Officid and legd notices and signsissued by governmenta agencies.
Officid flags of al governmenta and civic/fraternd organizations,

Condruction sgns when conforming to the conditions set forth under
Section 1185.04 G.2.

Incidentd sgns for businesses like automobile sarvices, gasoline service
dations, automobile deders with service repars, motels and hotels
provided that dl of the following conditions exis: the sgns are attached
to a dructure or building; the sgns number no more than four (4) per
dreet frontage, and no sgn shdl exceed an area per face of three (3)
square feet. Copy applied to fud pumps or dispensars such as fud
identification, station logo, and other signs required by law are permitted
and not counted againgt the number alowed.

Directiond ggns provided that such sgns are located on-gSte, have a
maximum area which does not exceed three (3) square feet per sgn, have
a maximum overal height of four (4) feet above grade, and are mounted
on a monument or pole. Such signs may be located in a required setback
provided that a minimum digance of five (5) feet from any property line
ismantained.

Garage and yard sde sgns provided they conform to the regulaions set
forth in this Ordinance.

Prohibited Signs

The following dgns are inconsgent with the sgn dandards established in this
Chapter and are therefore prohibited. Permits cannot be issued for:

1.

Abandoned dgns after 90 days of meeting the abandoned sign definition.
The property owner will be respongible for removd.

Animated, moving, flashing, blinking, reflecting, revolving or other
amilar dgns, with the exception of permanently mounted Changegble
Copy Signs and time and temperature diplays as allowed in this Chapter.



Portable or A-Frame signs. For exceptions see Section 1185.04 F.7.
Roof sgns

Sgns placed in, or overhanging, the public right-of-way. Signs with
exception are governmentd dgns and informationa Sgns authorized by
the Plaaning Commisson and in conformance with date or federd
regulagions.  Such informational Sgns shal not exceed two and a hdf
(2'2) square feet in areaand shdl not be illuminated.

Signs designed or condructed to resemble or imitate highway or traffic
control Sgnsor Sgnds.

Temporary sgns, found not in conformance to the regulations set forth in
this Ordinance. These sgns may be confiscated by the Zoning Inspector,
or his representatives, in addition to being subject to the conditions of
Chapter 1199.

Windows sgns when they are located in a resdentidly zoned didrict are
larger than the dlowable sgnage for that didrict or are illuminated.

Measurement Standards

The aea of the dgn is deermined by the dimensons of the background
dructure, unifying background area, or by the maximum dimensons of the
display area if posted on a common background. The following standards shdl
be used to determine the area and height measurements for al sgns erected or
posted within the City:

1.

The area of a sgn shdl be computed by means of the smdlest
square, circle, rectangle, triangle, or combination thereof that will
encompass the exterior digplay limits of a dgn, but not including the
supporting frame or bracing.

The area of a Sgn with more than one face shal be computed by adding
together the area of dl sign faces visble from any one point.

In the case of irregularly shaped three dimensond sgns, the area of the
digplay surface shdl be measured on the plane of the largest verticd cross
section.

The height of a dgn shdl be deermined by measuring the vertica
distance between the highest point of the sgn to the ground eevation at
the base of the sgn. If mounding was used a the sign base, the ground
eevation shdl be determined as the average ground devation of the
developed ste at the Sign base prior to mounding.

The stback of a sgn shdl be measured from the vertical projection of
the property line or Street right-of-way line to the closest part of the sign.

Lots in B or M zones having frontage on more than one dreet shal have
a maximum dlowable sgn aea equa to twice tha of its shortest
frontage, not to exceed twice the maximum number of square feet
otherwise dlowed in the zone. These lots shal aso be permitted twice
the number of sgns otherwise dlowed in their zone however, there shdl
be no increase in the number of free-standing signs alowed.



Fees
A schedule of fees for permits shal be established and amended from time to
time by City Council.

1185.04 GENERAL REGULATIONS

A.

TT.

Uu.

Cross-corner Sight Restrictions:

No sgn, or part of a sgn structure wider than one (1) foot, shdl be erected in the
cross-corner line of sght between the heights of three (3) feet and eight (8) fedt,
as messured from the center lines of the rdevant pavements, in the following
locations:

1 At dreet intersections, within a triangle, two sdes of which are measured
from the point of intersection of the dtreet rights-of-way, a distance of 40
pardld to the through street and a distance of 15 feet pardld to the stop
street. At 4-way stops the distance shall be 40 feet pardld to each street.

2. At drives - within a triangle, two Sdes of which are measured from the
point of intersection of the Sreet right-of-way and the centerline of the
drive, a distance of 50 feet pardle to the dreet, and a distance of 15 feet
pardld to the centerline of the drive.

Disgtracting Signs.

Sgns which have moving pats replacesble letters or changing illumination
ghdl conform to the conditions listed within this Ordinance. See section 1185.03
D for redrictions on signs which use animation, flashing lights, shgpes reserved
for traffic control, and motion.

Sgn lllumination:

All sgns and advertisng dructures, except as hereinafter modified, may be
illuminated interndly or by reflected light; provided the source of light is not
directly visble and is arranged to reflect away from the adjoining premises, and
provided that such illumination shal not lead to confusion, or creste a hazard to
traffic, or conflict with traffic control sgns or lights. An exception to the above
is that sgns illuminated with neon lighting are adso dlowed even though the light
source is vidbhle  See Section 1185.05 for didricts where sgn illumination is
prohibited.

Non-conforming Signs:.
All 9gns which are in existence on the effective date of this Ordinance shdl be
consdered nonconforming uses and shdl be subject to the following provisons:

1 No nonconforming dgn shdl have any changes made in the words,
symbols or message displayed on the d9gn unless the dgn is spedificdly
designed for periodic change of message.

2. No nonconforming sign shdl be dructurdly dtered so as to change the
shape, Sze, type or design of the sgn, nor shdl any nonconforming sign
be rdocated until it meets the requirements of this Chapter and receives a
permit.

Devedopment or Subdivison Entry Signs.
The conditions for the placement of permanent sgns identifying a development
or subdivison shdl be sat by review by the City Planning Commisson. These



conditions are to be forwarded to the Zoning Inspector by the Planning
Commission for issuance of a permit.

Temporary Signs.

Temporary Sgns require a permit unless they are identified as not requiring a
permit under Section 118503 C. All temporay dgns, unless specificdly
identified under 1185.02, Definitions, shdl be consdered temporary commercid
ggns. Thefallowing regulations shdl apply to temporary Sgns.

1.

Civic Event Signs:

These dgns shdl be regigered with the Zoning Ingpector liging the
organization responsible, a contact person, dates of posting, sign size, and
location of ggn. All poging periods and placements must receive
goprova of the Zoning Inspector.  Any Sgns not receiving this gpprova
ghdl be consdered in violation of this Ordinance.

Construction Signs.

These dgns shdl be shown as pat of the development’s ste plan. The
number of sgns, their location and Szes, shdl be approved by the Zoning
Inspector before ingdlation., If conditions warrant, the Zoning Inspector
may dlow placement of the condruction sgn off-dste. The poging of the
sggn(s) shal be limited to the congtruction period which begins one week
before the actua work begins or with the ground bresking, which ever is
fird, to the conditiona fina acceptance by the owner.

Development or Subdivision Signs:

The conditions for the placement of these sgns a a development or
subdivison shdl be st by review by the City Planning Commisson.
These conditions are to be forwarded to the Zoning Inspector by the
Panning Commission for issuance of a permit.

Real Estate Signs:

Red edate sgns are not dlowed in public right-of-way areas. They are
dlowed a maximum area of 6 square feet in resdentia didtricts and 32
square feet in dl other didrictss.  One sdes dgn is dlowed per property
frontage. In addition, an open house sgn is alowed for a week period
prior to the open house date. Sdes sgns shdl be removed from a
property within one week of clogng.

Garageand Yard Sale Signs:

These sgns are to be posted only on private property. The signs shdl not
exceed 6 square feet in aea. They shall be posted only the day of the
sdes. No sgnsshal be posted on any public utility or light poles.

Temporary Commercial Signs.

The Zoning Ingpector, in accordance with the provisons heren, is
authorized to issue permits for the erection and maintenance of temporary
commercid signs. Such permit shal be issued for a period not to exceed
fourteen (14) days, nor more frequently than once in each three month
period for the same premises. Temporary commercid sgns shdl not be
illuminated. No temporary Sgns containing commercid messages shdl
be permitted in resdentid didricts No permit shdl be issued for aerid
sgns, or Sgns designed to be moved on trailer whedls, skids, or on other
amilar devices. The aea, height and number of temporary commercid
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ggns shdl be determined by the requirements edablished in the
regulations for each zoning didrict.

In the B-2 didrict, if a property has a 12 feet or wider sdewak, each
busness may have one (1) A-Frame sgn, or smilar type portable sign,
provided dl the following conditions are met:

a  Thesdgnshdl only be on display during business hours of the
businessif advertises.

b. The sgn shal not exceed 30 inches in width and 48 inches in
height.

C. The sgn shdl be placed on the sdewak only with the gpprova of
the

owner of the front property, and

d.  Itsnearest edge must be placed either a maximum of one (1) foot
from the right-of-way line or between one (1) and one and a hdf
(1.5)
feet from the curb.

e Signs should be of a design that resists being moved or blown over
by
the wind. However, they shdl not be atached to publicly owned
ggn
posts, hydrants, trees, etc. in the right-of-way.

DISTRICT REGULATIONS

The following regulaions shdl goply to dl sgns, permitted and otherwise, according to
each Zoning Didtrict.

A. S1,R-1,R-2, R-3and R-O DISTRICTS:

1.

feet.

Lots used for dwellings of 10 or fewer units and their accessory uses:
a The maximum total sign area shal be equd to six (6) square feet.
b. The minimum sgn setbacks shdl be asfollows
O feet from al dreet right-of-way lines,
10 feet from dl side property lines, and
10 feet from al rear property lines.
C. The maximum height of any freestanding sgn shdl be four (4)
d. The maximum number of signs dlowed shdl be two (2), only one
of which may be afreesanding sgn.

e Signsshdl nat be illuminated.



2. Lots having a primary use that is nonresdentid and apartment complexes
with more than 10 units:

a

b.
follows:

C.
feet.

d.

The maximum totd aea of dl permitted sgns shdl be equa to
one (1) square foot of sign area for each four (4) feet of lot width,
not to exceed a maximum of 50 square fedt.

The minimum setbacks for dl freetanding sgns shal be as
O feet from al dreet right-of-way lines,
25 feet from al sde property lines, and
25 feet from dl rear property lines.
The maximum height of any freestanding sgn shdl be eght (8)
The maximum number of sgns dlowed, regardless of the number

of tenants, shal be two (2), only one of which may be a
freestanding sign.

3. Sgns identifying or marking subdivison developments shdl be reviewed
and approved by the Planning Commisson as pat of the subdivison
review process. The Planning Commisson shdl st the number, sze and
location of these non-temporary development or subdivison sgns.

B-1 GENERAL BUSINESSDISTRICT:

1 Lots used for dwellings of 10 or fewer units and their accessory uses:
a The maximum total Sgn areashal not exceed 20 square fest.
b. The minimum sgn setbacks shdl be asfollows
O feet from dl street right-of-way lines,
10 feet from dl sde property lines, and
10 feet from al rear property lines.
C. The maximum height of any freestanding Sgn shdl be 6 fedt.
d. The maximum number of sgns, which require a permit, shdl be

two (2), only one of which may be a freestanding sign.

2. Lots having a primary use tha is nonresdentid and gpartment complexes
with more than 10 units:

a

follows

The maximum total area of al permitted sgns shdl be equd to 4
square feet of sign area for each one (1) foot of lot width, not to
exceed a maximum of 200 square fest.

The minimum setbacks for dl freetanding sgns shdl be as

O feet from dl street right-of-way lines,
10 feet from dl sde property lines, and



C.

d.
regardiess

10 feet from al rear property lines.
The maximum height of any freestanding Sgn shdl be 25 fedt.
The maximum number of dgns, which require a permit,

of the number of tenants, shdl be four (4), with only one
freestanding Sign alowed per abutting Street.

C. B-2 CENTRAL BUSINESSDISTRICT

1. Lots used for dwellings of 10 or fewer units and their accessory uses:

a The maximum total Sgn areashdl not exceed 20 square feet.

b. The minimum sign setbacks shal be asfollows:
O feet from al dreet right-of-way lines,
10 feet from dl Sde property lines, and
10 feet from dl rear property lines, except as provided in Section
1185.03 D. 5.

C. The maximum height of any freestanding Sgn shdl be sx (6) fedt.

d. The maximum number of sgns, which require a permit, shdl be

two (2), only one of which may be a freestanding sign.

2. Lots having a primary use tha is nonresdentia and apartment complexes
with more than 10 units:

a

follows

The maximum total area of dl permitted sgns shdl be equd to 4
square feet of sign area for each one (1) foot of lot width, not to
exceed a maximum of 100 square fet.

The minimum setbacks for dl freestanding signs shdl be as

O feet from al sreet right-of-way lines,
10 feet from al side property lines, and
10 feet from dl rear property lines.

The maximum heght of any freestanding sign shdl be 25 feet.
The maximum number of d€gns which require a permit,

regardless of the number of tenants, shdl be four (4), with only
one freestanding sign alowed per abutting street.

B-3 COMMUNITY SHOPPING DISTRICT

Integrated Commercial Centers



follows

The maximum totd aea of dl wal sgns for any one busness
shall be equd to two (2) square feet of sign area for each one (1)
foot of building width, not to exceed a maximum of 200 square
feet.

Thetotd area of any freestanding sign shdl be 200 square feet.
The minimum freestanding Sign setbacks shall be asfollows:

0 feet from dl Street right of way lines,

50 feet from al sde property lines, and

50 feet from dl rear property lines.

The maximum height of any freestanding Sgn shdl be 35 fedt.

The maximum number of wal signs for any one busness shdl be
two (2).

The maximum number of freestanding sgns shdl not exceed the
number of abutting streets.

Other lots in the B-3 didrict, including outlots of integrated commercid centers
having their own street frontage and separate ownership:

a

The maximum total area of al sgns shdl be equd to four (4)
square feet of dgn area for each one (1) foot of lot width not to
exceed a maximum of 200 square fedt.

The minimum setbacks for dl freestanding sgns shdl be as

O feet from Al dreet right-of-way lines,
10 feet from dl sde property lines, and
10 feet from al rear property lines.

The maximum height of any freestanding Sgn shdl be 25 feet.
The maximum number of sgns dlowed, regardless of the number
of tenants, shall be four (4), with only one freestanding sign.



M _MANUFACTURING DISTRICT

1 The maximum totd area of dl sgns shdl be equd to two
(2) sguare feet of sgn area for each one (1) foot of lot
width, not to exceed amaximum of 200 square fedt.

The minimum setbacks for dl freetanding dgns shdl be as
follows
O feet from al street right-of-way lines.
20 feet from al sde property lines, and
20 feet from dl rear property lines.

3. The maximum height of any freestanding sgn shdl be 15
feet.

4, The maximum number of dgns , which require a permit,
regardless of the number of tenants, shal be four (4), with
only one freestanding sign dlowed per abutting street.



